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the

PINWHEEL

April Child Abuse
Prevention Month
The first National Child Abuse Awareness Month was declared by
President Jimmy Carter in 1979. The declaration was given through the
efforts of Child help founders Sara O’Meara and Yvonne Fedderson.
After four years, April was formally established as the Child Abuse
Prevention Month by President Ronald Reagan. The U.S Department
of Health and Human Services requests the communities to actively
take part in preventing child abuse and be supportive of the wellbeing of families.
In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America introduced the pinwheel as the
new national symbol for child abuse prevention. Why? Because by its
very nature, the pinwheel connotes playfulness, joy, and childhood.
It has come to serve as a physical reminder of the great childhoods
we want for all children. And as a symbol, the cyclical nature of the
pinwheel calls to mind the positive cycles of love and support we want
to help families create.

Mary Lee’s House recently had the opportunity to fulfill our mission by
providing a young mother and her baby with all the necessary items
that they needed to move into a new place of their own for the first
time. The young mother, who receives services from our PEDI Clinic,
needed baby items such as diapers, clothing, formula, car seat, and
because she lives alone, we were also able to provide a Ring security
doorbell so that she would feel safe in her home with her child.

It also represents Prevent Child Abuse America’s efforts to change the
way our nation thinks about prevention by focusing on community
activities and public policies that prioritize prevention to make sure
child abuse and neglect never occur. Over a million pinwheels have
been displayed since April 2008.

On April 1, 2022, Mary Lee’s House, along with our fellow local and
statewide child abuse and protection agencies, will make education
and community awareness our priority. We will do this by planting
pinwheel gardens during April and asking our supporters to sponsor a
pinwheel in honor of a child who has been a victim of abuse. In addition,
not only during April but throughout the year, we provide tours of our
Mary Lee’s House so that the community can come and see what our
agencies do and learn about the impact that their services have on
children and their families.

Mary Lee’s House, which serves as Hillsborough County’s Child
Protection and Advocacy Center, supports, and works towards the
vision that every child deserves a chance to succeed and to ensure
they can grow up in a safe, stable, and in a nurturing environment that
is free from abuse and neglect. Our mission is we are a community
collaboration committed to protecting, respecting, and healing the
children of abuse and neglect who pass through our doors.

Stay tuned for information that will be posted on our social media sites
and sent out via email, on how you can Sponsor a Pinwheel that will
be planted on your behalf in the Mary Lee’s House Pinwheel Garden. If
you would like to plant your own garden, please let us know so we can
highlight your efforts on our website and social media pages.

For more information about Child Abuse Prevention Month and how you can help,
email Kim Chavez, Development Manager at kchavez@maryleeshouse.org.
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Mary Lee’s House is Hillsborough
County’s ﬁrst and only Child Advocacy
and Protection Center. Before Mary
Lee’s House, key investigative medical,
legal, and mental health providers
for children who were abused or
neglected were spread throughout
all of Hillsborough County. Mary Lee
Nunnally Farrior is the foundation and
namesake for Mary Lee’s House, it was
her ideas and generosity that allowed
the planning and implementation
process of Mary Lee’s House to move
forward.

Representatives from various agencies came together to develop a way to co-locate
specialists and work together. Through the generosity of private donors, the concept
turned into a reality. In October of 2008, Mary Lee’s House opened its doors to the
children of Hillsborough County. It is a community collaboration of governmental
entities, private donors, and public agencies, brought together to provide the best
protection for the children of our community all “under one-roof”.

Junior
Pinwheels
Program
Mary Lee’s House always has new projects for our child supporters
to get involved in and we are willing to provide service hours for
those who need them. Our current projects are creating calming
jars, creating stress balls that are provided as a tool for the forensic
interviews to allow a child to use while they tell their story, as well
as, collecting artwork inspired my Van Gogh that will help us at our
fundraising event Farm to table(aux).

Community
Alliance
Coordinator
We are thrilled to have Kalen Graham on
the Mary Lee’s House team in partnership
with the Children’s Board. Kalen serves as
the Community Alliance Coordinator for
Hillsborough County. As the community
alliance coordinator, Kalen assists in
facilitating the community alliance
meetings, which are monthly meeting
where the community and community
agencies are invited to collaborate and
oﬀer up opportunities of improvement
for the child welfare system.
Hillsborough county is currently going
through a transition of the lead agency
for the formal child welfare system. In
light of the child welfare lead agency
transition, Mary Lee’s House and other
community partners are able to work
together, with the help of Kalen, to
support our community through this
change. With many of the community
agencies being housed here at Mary Lee’s
House, we are excited to have this new
partnership with Kalen here, creating
even more opportunities for Mary Lee’s
House as well as other agencies to serve
the children in Hillsborough County
through this transition and beyond.

If you have or know a child that would like to get involved visit
our website at maryleeshouse.org and follow us on Instagram
@maryleeshouse to receive updates for further instruction on
current and upcoming projects. If you have questions about Junior
Pinwheels or any of the projects, please reach out to Reagan Hering
by email at rhering@maryleeshouse.org.

Mary Lee’s House launched our Junior Pinwheel Program in summer
of 2021. The Junior Pinwheel program is partner initiative that gives
children, 17 & under, in the community an opportunity to become
involved in the Mary Lee's House mission!
We have already seen what an impact that our Junior Pinwheels
have made on the children served at Mary Lee’s House. Our Junior
Pinwheels have helped by creating calming jars which are used
during therapy to help those who come to Mary Lee’s house for
trauma counseling. Some of the children have collected toys and
clothing for our closets, and well as sent us their artwork, some of
which was featured on our Christmas card. We are so thankful to
all our Junior Pinwheels for their continued commitment to Marry
Lee’s House.

3

You’re Invited
FRID A Y, MA Y 2 0 , 2 0 2 2
6: 00 - 10: 00 PM | AR MAT U RE WO RKS
Feast on farm-to-table cuisine • Indulge in artisan
cocktails, craft beer and boutique wines • Enjoy
creative Tableaux Vivants • Enter the Mystère Box
Raffle • Bid on artful auction items and more!

Purchase Tickets Today!
FA R M T O TA B L E A U X . C O M / M L H

Mary Lee’s House is a community collaboration
committed to protecting, respecting, and
healing the children of abuse and neglect
who pass through our doors. maryleeshouse.org

Arty Night
4
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Partners for Pinwheels
We are excited
to promote our
2022 Partners for
Pinwheels!
Partners as of 2-20-2022

MARY LEE'S HOUSE GIVING CAMPAIGN
Name ____________________________________________________

Partners for Pinwheels (P4P) is a collective of engaged, community-minded
citizens who through philanthropic eﬀorts and drive, support positive
change for children in need.

Address ____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ________________________________________________

Partners contribute throughout the year*, from January through December,
to one of our tiered levels. The donations raised are used to fund the
sustainability of Mary Lee’s House and the most critical needs of families
as well as provide community outreach, resources, and training. Current
Partner levels for 2022 are based on the level of giving for the year:

Email

______________________________________________________

Phone (Home) ____________________ (Cell)
PrayerBowls

Mary Lee Farrior

Lissette Penrod
Jack & Nancy Suarez

Ferman Auto Group

AAA Insurance
Operations &
Distribution

Karyn Curtis

Thank you to those that have
already contributed in 2022!

Blaire Farrior
Carol Francis
Kelli Kessack
Katie McCarey
Adam Presley
Walgreens
George & Claire
Wood

GOLD LEVEL: Represents a gift to the Partners for
Pinwheels of $2,500 or more.
GREEN LEVEL: Represents a gift to the Partners
Pinwheels at the $1,000-$2,499 level.
BLUE LEVEL: Represents a gift to the Partners for
Pinwheels at the $500-$999 level.
RED LEVEL: Represents a gift to the Partners for
Pinwheels at the $100-$499 level.

(Clinical hours are not oﬀered by Mary Lee’s
House. Please contact one of our collaborating
agencies if you require clinical volunteer hours)
*Donations are cumulative, and gifts made in Tribute or In-Kind
are not counted towards the Partners for Pinwheels gift total.

If you are interested in being a Partner,
please utilize the application attached.
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____________________________________________________________

Phoebe Adams
Alair Homes

ORANGE LEVEL: There is no required gift. This level
is reserved for volunteers who will donate a
minimum of 40 hours of service per year.

How did you hear about Mary Lee's House?

First Pres Tampa

PLEASE TEAR OFF AND MAIL BACK TO US

Cynthia Holloway

TIERS
Orange Level

Red Level

Green Level

Gold Level

DONATION

Child Abuse Prevention Month Begins

April 1st

Sponsor a Pinwheel

May 20th

Farm to Table(aux)

May 30th

Memorial Day
– Mary Lee’s House oﬃces
will be closed

June 19th

Father’s Day

Blue Level

Please include my additional donation to Mary Lee's House (optional)

$

Total

$

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Check

Please make checks payable to Mary Lee's House and mail to: Mary Lee's House

Card

Name on Card

2806 N. Armenia Ave
Tampa, FL 33607

Card Number
April 1st

_____________________

3-Digit Code

Exp Date
*Can be found on back of credit card.
If using an Amex , it will be a 4-digit code on front card

VOLUNTEER INTERESTS
MLH Closet Drives - soliciting
donations for the closets

Organize MLH Closets - Baby, Toy,
Clothing & Book

Host Outreach Activities on our behalf

Help with front desk duties

Social Media Supporter - repost & interact
with MLH FB, Instagram & Twitter
www.maryleeshouse.org

partner@maryleeshouse.org

2806 North Armenia Avenue
Tampa, FL 33607
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